
Bethel’s

May 2026 Vol 1. No. 20May 2026 Vol 1. No. 20May 2026 Vol 1. No. 20
light shining



If April showers
bring May flowers,

then surely the storms
and rain of life
prepares us to

blossom! 



Mother's
H A P P Y

D A Y

To All Mothers 

Here on Earth and 

Up in Heaven



HOUR OF
P    WER

ThisThis
SaturdaySaturday

This
Saturday

A Time of Word, Prayer, Song, and Testimony.

5715 HOLCOMB AVE. DETROIT, MI 48213

11:30-12:3011:30-12:3011:30-12:30
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Update from Pastor Herrod on Teaching

Family,

Last June, I launched what we call Growth Groups. These groups were created with intentionality, to help us grow
deeper in our faith, build meaningful relationships, and engage the Word of God beyond Sunday morning. Growth
Groups are not just another program, but they are a pathway for discipleship. That is why they are important, and that
is why they will continue.

If you have not yet gotten involved, I want to personally encourage you to do so. There is something powerful about
growing together in small, intimate groups. The fruit of the current groups are evidence of that. 

In addition to Growth Groups, I want to make you aware of two more opportunities for study:
Wednesday Morning Bible Study from 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM in the sanctuary
And beginning Wednesday, May 27, if it is the Lord’s will, we will be bringing back our Evening Bible Study, starting
promptly at 6:30 PM.

The plan is to create a space for both in-person and online (Zoom) participation. We will gather in person in the Bethel
Fellowship Hall, while also providing access for those who will join virtually. Then, beginning the first week of
November, we will transition to an online-only format for evening bible study. 

As we prepare for this next season, I am asking for your prayers. But I also want to hear from you.
Many of you have questions about life, about Scripture, about God, and I want to create space for those questions.
The Word of God has answers, and I want this to be a place where your real, pressing questions can be explored.
I am creating a space where you can submit your questions, and I will respond, whether through video, written
response, or during Bible study.

I also want your input on what we study. This could include:
Books of the Bible
Topical studies
Language studies
Even seminary-style classes exploring theology, biblical languages, and deeper learning

My desire is for you to be excited about Bible study, and for it to be relevant, meaningful, and transformative.
As I pray and discern, I invite you to join me in that process.

Please check your email for:
The link to submit your questions
The link to share topics you are interested in studying

Let’s grow together!



STUDY
BIBLE

11AMEVERY WEDNESDAY

5715 Holcomb Ave. Detroit, MI 48213

BETHEL BAPTSIT CHURCH, EAST

In-Person Only 

BEBE    HEL HEL EASTEASTBE  HEL EAST
BAPTIST CHURCHBAPTIST CHURCHBAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Stephen L. Herrod, Teacher



STUDY
BIBLE

6:30
PMEVERY WEDNESDAY

5715 Holcomb Ave. Detroit, MI 48213

BETHEL BAPTSIT CHURCH, EAST

Zoom Link Will Be Provided

BEBE    HEL HEL EASTEASTBE  HEL EAST
BAPTIST CHURCHBAPTIST CHURCHBAPTIST CHURCH

BEGINNING MAY 27, 2026

Pastor Stephen L. Herrod, Teacher



Ministry

Night

Stephen L. Herrod, Pastor  

Faith. Formation. Fellowship.

MAY 8
6-7:30PM

 For Ages 
3 & Up

YOUTH

BEBE    HEL HEL EASTEASTBE  HEL EAST
BAPTIST CHURCHBAPTIST CHURCHBAPTIST CHURCH

CALL OFFICE FOR TRANSPORTATION NEEDS

5715 Holcomb Ave. Detroit, MI 48213



Ministry

Night

Stephen L. Herrod, Pastor  

Faith. Formation. Fellowship.

MAY 22
6-7:30PM

 For Ages 
3 & Up

YOUTH

BEBE    HEL HEL EASTEASTBE  HEL EAST
BAPTIST CHURCHBAPTIST CHURCHBAPTIST CHURCH

CALL OFFICE FOR TRANSPORTATION NEEDS

5715 Holcomb Ave. Detroit, MI 48213









May

WOMEN’S DAY
ASSESSMENT FOR WOMEN: $100

ASSESSMENT FOR MEN: $50

BEBE    HEL HEL EASTEASTBE  HEL EAST
BAPTIST CHURCHBAPTIST CHURCHBAPTIST CHURCH





BUDGET/FINANCE
MEETING

There is an upcoming meeting of importance
for our church family to discuss this year’s
budget, review key financial figures from last
year, and share updates on financial
planning, capital improvements, and the
ministry work ahead.

This will be an important opportunity for us to
remain informed, aligned, and prayerful as we
continue to steward what God has entrusted
to us.

Meeting Date: May (TBA)

 Additional details will be shared soon.

We encourage all who are able to attend and
be a part of this important conversation.

BEBE    HEL HEL EASTEASTBE  HEL EAST
BAPTIST CHURCHBAPTIST CHURCHBAPTIST CHURCH



We are pleased to announce that our church is now
a CFSP distribution site for seniors age 60 and

older. Eligible seniors who meet the income
guidelines may receive nutritious USDA Commodity

Food Boxes. If you are 60 years of age or older,
qualify based on income, and would like to receive a

food box, please complete an application today.
Applications are available from Trustee Betty Burse

or at the church office. Once your application is
approved, you will be notified of the distribution

dates to pick up your food box at the church. Help
us spread the word to seniors in our church and

community who this may apply to.

FOOD FOR SENIORS 



2  and 4  Sundaynd th

ACC GYM 2:00-4:00pm
62 W. Seven Mile Rd. Detroit, MI 48203

BROTHERHOODBROTHERHOOD  
&&  

BASKETBALLBASKETBALL

BROTHERHOOD 
& 

BASKETBALL

✊🏾 COME THROUGH FOR A NIGHT OF CONNECTION, CONVO, AND
COMPETITION.

 WE’RE BUILDING BROTHERHOOD—ON AND OFF THE COURT.
 A SPACE TO GROW, TALK, AND BUILD EACH OTHER UP.

🏀 OPEN GYM BASKETBALL: 2PM-4PM
 RUN IT. BOND THROUGH THE GAME. WALK AWAY BETTER.



This is our newsletter.
Members are invited to

submit short personal pieces
for this newsletter that

encourage, edify, and equip
our church family.

You may share a testimony,
short devotional, prayer, life

lesson, ministry spotlight,
reflection, or creative piece

that shows how God is at
work in your everyday life.

Submissions should be 150–
300 words and emailed to

office@betheleast.org.
Your story may be the

encouragement someone
else needs.

SHARE YOUR
SHARE YOUR

STORYSTORY  SHARE YOUR
STORY Strengthen the

Strengthen the

ChurchChurch  Strengthen the

Church 



Happy
BirthdayBirthdayBirthday

RAQUEL COLLINS 05 /01
 AKIA HARRISON 05 /01
 L INDA WALKER 05 /01
 JORDIN LACEY 05 /04
 MARIE MERRILL  05 /04
 STACEY MERRILL  05 /04
 KHALEAH FOSTER 05 /06
 JONI  HARRIS 05 /07
 RHYLEE MCCALL 05 /08
 L .  C .  HYMON JR.  05 /10
 TANYA JACKSON 05 /11
 MIRACLE HAWKINS 05 /12
 KATHLEEN WILL IAMS 05 /12
 MALCOLM FOMBY 05 /13
 RA-JENE CLAYTON 05 /14
 V ICTORIA MCLEAN 05 /14
 VERA SMITHSON 05 /14
 RAKIA COLLINS 05 /15
 KENNETH DOBBINS 05 /15
 GERALDINE WHITE 05 /15
 K IMBERLY HARRISON 05 /17
 ERNST JEAN-LOUIS 05 /17

ELISSA COWANS 05 /18
KARIAH DAVIS 05 /18
DIANA PEARSON 05 /20
SUSAN MARK 05 /22
MICHAEL SIMMONS I I I  05 /22
BIANCA WILL IAMS 05 /22
STEVEN CRITTENDEN 05 /23
KRYSTAL HICKS 05 /23
SONIA STEWART-BUTLER 05 /23
CIERA KEY 05 /24
ANTONIO HILL  I I  05 /25
JAIME ODISTER 05 /25
ANGELICA T INSLEY 05 /25
TYRONE ODISTER 05 /28
GAIL  ELL IOTT 05 /29
GARY JENKINS 05 /29
RIVER MCCALL 05 /29
LORI  TUCKER 05 /29
TAYLOR HARDNETT-BESTER
05/30
TONY JENKINS 05 /30
WILL IE  SCOTT 05 /30
JAMARI  FOSTER 05 /31
LAKESHA HOUSTON 05 /31

MAY THE REST OF YOUR DAYSMAY THE REST OF YOUR DAYSMAY THE REST OF YOUR DAYS
BE THE BEST OF YOUR DAYSBE THE BEST OF YOUR DAYSBE THE BEST OF YOUR DAYS

IN JESUS’  NAME,  AMEN!IN JESUS’  NAME,  AMEN!IN JESUS’  NAME,  AMEN!

MAY THE REST OF YOUR DAYS
BE THE BEST OF YOUR DAYS

IN JESUS’  NAME,  AMEN!



Worship @
Bethel



HOSPITAL, HOMEBOUND, REHABILITATION LIST
AS OF APRIL 1, 2026

HOMEBOUND 

Sis. Etta Beasley…………….………....……. Acts

Sis. Rose Hudson………….……...……. Matthew

Sis. Willie Mae Scott.………........…...Philippians

Sis. Jasmine Coleman-Hayes………...…Galatians

Sis. Nora Mock……….………….2 Thessalonians

Sis. Latrice Smith-Carr……….….………. Romans

Sis. Lillie Edwards…………….……………. Mark

Sis. Daisy Kilpatrick………….…………. Matthew

Sis. Pauline Smith…………………...1 Corinthians

Sis. Cherita Everette…………………….……Acts

Sis. Jennifer Kenniburg…………….………. Mark

Sis. Nora Hayes………………………………Act

Sis. Cathy Elder……………………..2 Corinthians

Deaconess Lela Rucker…………...2 Thessalonians

Sis. Deborah Pugh……….……….2 Thessalonians

Sis. Kanisha Adkins……………….…..Philippians

Sis. Lafredia Bolding………………….…Matthew

Sis. Emma Mcbride…………………2 Corinthians

Sis. Wanda Macon……………..…1 Thessalonians 

Sis. Tonya Walker ………………….….Colossians

Sis. Ashanti Ervin-Augustus…..…1 Thessalonians

Sis. Emma Watson……………….1 Thessalonians

Sis. Marie Merrill…………………………….Mark

REHABILITATION CENTERS 

Sis. Willie Mae Foxworth (John) - Regency at St. Clair Shores 

Sis. Bobbie Newby (Mark) - American House Freedom Place Roseville 

Sis. Viana Knighton (Romans) – Westwood Inn – Senior Living Community 

Bro. Darnell Kelsey (Acts) - Regency Rehab Heights 

Mo. Georgetta Woodson (Acts) - Zabelle Home in Dearborn, MI 

Bro. Jerome Ashford—Well Bridge of Pomeroy of Rochester 

“THE PRAYER OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS POWERFUL AND EFFECTIVE.” (JAMES 5:16) 





May 2026 Prayer Focus

Church Prayer Guide this Month:

Pray that our church remains rooted, anchored, and obedient to God’s
Word.
Pray for renewed spiritual hunger and attentiveness to the voice of God.
Pray that God would lead us to those we are called to reach.
Pray that our church would faithfully make disciples who follow Jesus in
everyday life.
Pray for hearts marked by humility, repentance, and teachability.
Pray for bold, faithful, and Spirit-led preaching and teaching of God’s
Word.
Pray that prayer would be central, consistent, and powerful in the life of
our church.
Pray for unity across generations, ministries, and leadership.
Pray for wisdom, strength, and protection for church leadership.
Pray that God would call, equip, and raise up future leaders among us.
Pray for those who are hurting emotionally, relationally, mentally, and
spiritually.
Pray for healing and strength for those who are sick or unwell.
Pray for our sick, shut-in, and homebound members.
Pray for marriages, parents, children, and families within our church.
Pray for our youth, young adults, middle-aged adults, and seniors—that
each would grow in faith and purpose.
Pray that our church would have a deep burden to share the gospel and
serve our surrounding community.
Pray that our church would be welcoming, loving, and hospitable to all
who enter.
Pray for wisdom, integrity, and faithfulness in financial stewardship.
Pray for every ministry of our church to bear fruit for God’s glory.
Pray for steadfast faith in times of testing and uncertainty.
Pray for ongoing sanctification and spiritual growth in the body of Christ.
Pray for the salvation, restoration, and renewal of the 48213 community
and beyond.
Pray for God’s continued work through our partnerships with Catherine
Blackwell Elementary and Covenant House–East.



serviceSUNDAY 
WITH

BBCE

10 In-Person Online
5715 Holcomb
Detroit, MI 48213

Facebook
YouTube

A
M

Bethel Baptist Church, East Bethel Baptist Church, East





KIDSKIDS  
ANDAND  

TEENSTEENS  
CHURCHCHURCH

KIDS 
AND 

TEENS 
CHURCH

2nd10am youth
check-in upon

entry sundays

Location:
Bethel Hall

Faith - Fellowship -Fun 
ON 2ND SUNDAYS,  WE ’RE CREATING A  SPECIAL  SPACE

JUST  FOR KIDS AND TEENS (AGES 5–17) !  IN  ADDIT ION TO
KIDDIE  KORNER,  THERE WILL  BE  A  CHRIST-CENTERED,

YOUTH-FOCUSED SPACE WITH  A  RELEVANT MESSAGE AND
FUN ACTIV IT IES  DESIGNED JUST  FOR THEM.

🎉 PARENTS, MAKE
SURE YOUR CHILD IS

IN THE HOUSE!



TOTO
GIVEGIVE

WAYS 3333 GIVELIFY MOBILE APP
SEARCH: BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH, EAST

BY MAIL
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH, EAST
5715 HOLCOMB AVE. DETROIT, MI 48213

IN-PERSON
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP OR DURING
CHURCH HOURS 

WORSHIPWORSHIP
  IN GIVINGIN GIVING
WORSHIP
‌IN GIVING

SNAP TO GIVE —
SUPPORTING
THE MISSION
MADE SIMPLE.

GIVE. ANYDAY.
ANYTIME.



BBCE
C A P T I A L  I M P R O V E M E N T

P R O J E C T :  R O O F
R E P L A C E M E N T

CONTRIBUTE TO THIS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROECT VIA
GIVELIFY (SELECT “ROOF PROJECT”) TODAY!

 LEARN MORE AND DISCOVER YOUR ROLE—CALL THE
CHURCH OFFICE AND REQUEST A ROOF PROJECT PACKET.







Discipleship @
Bethel



05
04
03
02
01

PRESCHOOL CHILDREN CLASS

FUNDAMENTALS OF THE FAITH

BIBLE PATHWAYS

ELEMENTARY YOUTH CLASS

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH CLASS

LOCATION: BETHEL FELLOWSHIP HALL 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR ON SUNDAYS
9AM-9:45AM

LOCATION: CARL D.  HUGHES
FELLOWSHIP HALL 

LOCATION: CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
BUILDING UPPER LEVEL

LOCATION: CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
BUILDING UPPER LEVEL

LOCATION: CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
BUILDING UPPER LEVEL

06 HIGH SCHOOL ADULT CLASS
LOCATION: CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
BUILDING UPPER LEVEL



DISCIPLESHIFT GROWTH GROUPS

MON
MEETING TIMES

6:00PM ON ZOOM

CREATE A GROUP. JOIN A GROUP. LET’S GO DEEPER IN DISCIPLESHIP, TOGETHER.

TUES
WED
THUR
FRI
SAT

7:30PM ON ZOOM AND SOMETIMES PUBLIC PLACES

7:00PM ON ZOOM

12:00PM ON ZOOM

6:00PM ON ZOOM
11:00AM IN BBCE SANCTUARY

10:00AM ON ZOOM

ONE OF THESE GROUPS WORK FOR YOU. IF NOT? CREATE ONE. 

SCAN THE QR CODE. JOIN A GROUP

SUN 6:00PM IN-PERSON OFF-SITE 



rr        upsupsr    ups
R OW T H

Scan to Grow.
Join a Group.

D I S C I P L E S H I F T



Ministry @
Bethel



Music Ministry Rehearsal
May 2026

Rosebuds: Saturdays 1PM  (Bus Ministry Provides Transportation)
Mass Choir Rehearsal Thursdays 6pm

Young Adults Choir Rehearsal Thursday 7:30pm
Sandra L. Spencer, Minister of Music























To streamline the process for reporting maintenance issues at Bethel
East, we’ve created a dedicated email address where members can

directly register any concerns.

Your concerns will be received by the Trustees and addressed
promptly. Thank you for helping us maintain a welcoming and safe

space for all!

Please use the following email to report any maintenance requests:

 MAINTENANCE@BETHELEAST.ORG



Fellowship @
Bethel



BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH, EAST

SENIOR PROGRAMSENIOR PROGRAMSENIOR PROGRAMSENIOR PROGRAM
Outings & Gatherings

Faith, Food & Fellowship

Health & Wellness

Education & Empowerment

MON-THURS 10AM-2PM



CHESS

INTERESTED IN A FELLOWSHIP INITIATIVE BUILT
AROUND THE GAME OF CHESS?
WANT YOUR CHILD OR TEEN TO LEARN THE GAME
AND CONNECT THROUGH FELLOWSHIP?
SEE BRO. KEITH DOBBINS FOR MORE INFORMATION.

WEDNESDAYS
TIME: 4PM
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